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sign that that religion was the truth."   These remarks seem rather to have
impressed the jury, for they were some time in coming to their verdict,
which was that of guilty.   After receiving sentence of death the following
day, Fr. Wright returned to his cell where, until his execution, he was
visited by great numbers of persons, including many of the first distinction,
some anxious to confess to him, others to obtain small keepsakes from him
or to have his advice and benediction.   On the morning of his death 19th
May, 1651, he said Mass in his cell, which was served by his friend the
Rev. Mr Cheney, who had been acquitted at the same sessions for want, it
seems, of evidence as to his priesthood.    Great crowds lined the streets all
the way to Tyburn, and as the Martyr passed the Mansion of the Marquis
of Winchester, in the Oxford Road, that noble lord and all his family
were on the balcony to obtain the blessing of the holy Father as he passed
by. The number of spectators at Tyburn was estimated at twenty thousand,
including many coaches filled with personages of noble rank.    Before
submitting himself to   the   executioner, Fr.   Wright  delivered an im-
pressive address containing the following passage:    "Gentlemen, this is
a short passage to eternity;  my time is now short.    I have not much to
speak,    I was brought thither charged with no other crime than being a
priest,    I willingly confess that I am a priest, a Catholic, and as you call
it, a Jesuit.   This is the crime for which I die; for this alone I was con-
demned and for propagating the Catholic Faith which is spread through the
whole world, taught through all ages from Christ's time, and will be taught
for all ages to come.   For this cause I most willingly sacrifice my life, and
would die a thousand times for the same if necessary, and I look upon it
as my greatest happiness that my most good God has chosen me, most
unworthy, to this blessed lot, the lot of the Saints. This is a grace for which
so unworthy a sinner could scarce have wished, much less hoped, for, I
now beg most humbly and as fervently as I can of God to expel from you
that are Protestants, the darkness of error, and enlighten you with His truth.
And you who are Catholics pray for me, and with me up to the end, and
in Heaven I will do as much for you." The body of the Martyr was allowed
to hang till life was extinct, before the quartering, etc., were proceeded with.
The sacred remains were not exhibited on gates and other public places as was
the general custom, but delivered to his friends, and sent over to St Omer for
interment in the Chapel of the College of the English Jesuits in that City.1
\Lifa by Challoner, based apparently on the Memoir of the Martyr^
published at Antwerp by  an  eyewitness, the year of the
Martyrdom.]
1 The body of Fr. Wright was removed to Liege in 1762. After the execution, the Sheriff
of London, a very courteous gentleman, allowed the many Catholics present to remove the head
and members of the Martyrs saying: M bury them with all the honour you wish!" Foley:
facords, S.J. Series, ii., iii., iv., p. 550.